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Greenwich-born Dollars To Scholars
partners with The First Bank
of Greenwich to teach financial literacy
to middle school students

The nonprofit was founded by Greenwich High students
who feel it is never too early to learn

[Ad) When Greenwich High
School students formed a non profit
called Dollars To Schalars forused
an impsraving financial literacy in
middle schoal students, they faund
a perfect partmear in thes First Bank of
Graenwich.

Graamuvizh High Seheal 22niar
Sylvester Pacora, one of tha
nonpredit’s faunders, said the
First Bank of Greenwich has been
wionde rful, bot b in backing the g@roup
and halping tham with thair own
bankin g. But that is just part of the
bank's commu nity-cen tered approach.
About Dollars To Scholars

Pecora said he and his friends
began Daollars To Scholars as a
praject in one of the high school's
clubs, DECA. DECA is a global
nat-for-profit stwdant organization
that prepares high schoal and collaga
students far careers in marketing,
finance, haspitality, and business
management.

ARer launching the inftiative,
Pacara and his colleagues reached
aver B0 middle school students
and aarmed first place in tha state
Compafitian.

Taday, Dollars To Schalars is-a
student-feunded, [RS-recognized
B01{c){3) nongerofit organization
dedicated o improving financizl
literacy amang middle school
studemts throu gh engaging, accessible,
and research-backed education.

Thraugh classroom instruction,
interactive activities, and multimedia
resources, they cover essantial
topics including budgeting, saving,
nvesting, credit, taxes, employment,
and financial goal setting.

Simoe its founding, Dollars
To Scholars has warked to makea
financial education bot h practical and
engaging far students and educators
alike.

Looking ahaad, Dollars Ta Scholars
&= focused on expanding both its
reach and impact. They plan o launch
a Regional Ambassador Netwark.

“Wie are going to be rolling cwt a
Regional Ambassadaor Pragram wary
shartly. We'we already @ot regional
ambassadars for Virginda, CT, Mew
Hampshirs, Upistata New York, and
Michigan already,” he said.

The bank’s support
Jessica Fitzpatrick, The First Bank

of Greenwich’'s Wabsite & Digital
Media Coordinatar, said the bkank was

By Susan Shultz

only tod happy fo suppart Dollars
To Scholars.

“Financial literacy sits directly at
the intersection of the bank's
miszion and this organization’s
mission. It is semething the bank
has lan g been championing, and we
hawe stood by it,"she said.

"Tha minute we found out what
Sylvester and the whole Dollars
To Scholars team was daing, we
ware so axcited and eager to
shine the spatlight on him,” she
said.

Fitzpatrick said the bank's
President and Chief Exacutive OHicer,
Frank 1. Gaudia, was particularly

touched by Pecora’s "empathy and
compassion.”

“find as & bank that keliaves in
putting its maney and effort where its
mauth is, we lowe being aligned with
someome like him who shares these
goals and puts them into action,”
Fitzpatrick said.

“Hawing access to the netwar k that
The First Bank of Greenwich has is
wanderful,"Pecoraszid.

Dollzrs To Schalars offers regular

seminars on financial liberacy in
Greanwich and keeps them upd ated

at https:)/www dollarst oscholars.orgf.

It is currenthy undargoing an
owerhaul to include more teachar
toals and video curricubum accass,
and an updated site will be released
soon. Donations are also weloome.

Pacora hopes to become a high
school  teacher someday  after
attending Yanderhilt University in the
fall. He: i= also hopeful for the Futura
of financial literacy knowladges with
statas like Connecticut mandating
financial literacy as part of regular
eurriclism.

Follow alang with Dollars Ta
Sehielars an Instagram znd Facebaak
tokeep up with the lata st event=.
About The First Bank of Greemwich

The First Bank of Gre enwich is
committed fo celebrating the arts
and culture of the area and recenily
committed o partnering with
Stamfard's Avan Theatre's extensive
renawation and road bowr.

For mare infarmatiomn an The
First Bank of Greemwich, visit
greenwaichfirst.com.

The preceding contemt is o paid
ndvertisement for The First Bank of
Greemwich
=30-.
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‘When Greerwich High Schoal studenes
farmed a norgrodit called Dellars To
Scholars focused an mprad ng financ il
bteracy in middle school shedems, they
tound a pedect pariner inthe First Bank

of Greenwich, and the President and Chisf
Executivie CHicer, Frank 1. G audio, pictursd,

Dollars To Scholars 2,3, video

1: Greenwich High School senior Syhester
Pecora, one af the norprodi's foussders,
said the First Bank of Greenwich has bosn
wainderhel, bath im backing the drowp and
hedping them with their owm banking.

2 Tosdary, Dollars To Scholars is a studem-
founded,  [RS-recopnized  GO0Q[e) (3D
ronprodit organization dedicated

1o impreving  financial  Bteracy  among
micdle weheel shedonts timoagh en@aging,
arpessble amd respanch- b ked
eduction.

Video: Daollars To Scholars offers regular
seminars. on financial BMeracy in Gresmaich
and keeps them wpdabed ot FitpsFeew.
daillarstos bl s
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Jessica Fitzpatrick, The First Bark of
Greenwich's Website & Digital Media
Coordinator, said Gaudio was particularky
touched by Pacora's “empatiy and
compasson” “The minete we fourd out
what Sybeeskar and the whole Dollrs

Ta Scholars beym was doing, we wens 5
eatited and eager to shine the spotlight
o hirmy, " s sand.




